[Hepatitis B and primary cancer of the liver: recent data on the role of B virus in oncogenesis].
Although epidemiologic studies have clearly demonstrated the importance of the hepatitis B virus in the genesis of hepatocellular carcinoma, the molecular basis for this tumorigenic effect is still under debate. Studies of woodchucks infected with a virus closely related to the human hepatitis B virus suggest that integration of the viral DNA in the host genome often plays a direct role by activating myc cellular oncogenes through insertional mutagenesis. A similar mechanism involving other cell genes has been found less frequently in human hepatocellular carcinomas. The human hepatitis B virus may contribute to tumorigenesis in a more indirect fashion, by inducing preneoplastic liver lesions which gradually become malignant.